
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE SANITARY BOARD OF 

ORO LOMA SANITARY DISTRICT 

February 6, 2018 

The regular meeting of the Sanitary Board of Oro Lorna Sanitary District w~s called to order by 
President Shelia Young at 3:00p.m. on Tuesday, February 6, 2018, at the District offices at 2655 Grant 
Avenue, San Lorenzo. President Young noted that Directors Timothy Becker, Roland Oias, and Rita 
Duncan were present; Dan Walters provided advance notice that he would be absent In attendance were 
Jason Warner, General Manager; Bill Halsted, .-District Engineer; Arlene Wong, Finance Manager; 
Andreea Simion, Administrative Services Manager; Sally Green, District Secretary, and Lauren Quint, 
Interim "Legal Counsel. Also in attendance were Collection System Manager Lenny Rather and 
Collections Department staff Sam Bobbitt, Christopher Brown, Tim Cravalho, Glen Grims,ey, Earl 
Miranda, and Peter Rodrigues; Maintenance Manager Scott von der Leith and Maintenance Department 
staff Rob Fletcher, Rich Goodman, Ray Green, Jeff Hansen, James Haynes, Sam Lahey, Ronnie 
McClure, Tony Monteiro, and Jeff Schier; and Scott Beckman, Plant Operator II. No members of the 
general public attended the meeting. 

Director Becker moved approval of the single Consent Calendar item: 4) Approval of Board 
Minutes of January 16, 2018. The motion was seconded by Director Dias and carried unanimously, 4~0. 

President Young asked General Manager Warner to introduce Agenda Item 5, Staff Recognition: 
No Lost-Time Injury Milestone Achieved - Maintenance Department. The department celebrated 20 years 
without a work-related ·lost-time injury, and . Mr. Warner said that this extraordinary accomplishment is in 
alignment with the District's Strategic goal of sending a generation of employees into retirement with no 
injuries; the milestone was achieved not only through the efforts of the current staff, but also by those who 
were part' of the Maintenance Department over the past 20 ye~rs. Mr. Warner credited Safety/Special 
Programs Administrator Larry Olivan and Maintenance Manager Scott von der Lieth with being 
instrumental in fostering a strong safety culture. von der · Lieth then provided a few examples of 
potentially hazardous situations his department has encountered working in the. plant, and how th~ crew 
worked togeth~r and with· other departments to mitigate the hazards. Director Dias said that ~~great 
people do great things." He added that he is ve.ry proud of the Maintenance Department and thanked 
staff for working safely for the last 20 years. Director Duncan commented that going 20 years with no lost
time injuries was not due to luck; rather, the achievement was due to deliberate thought processes by the 
crew. President Young expressed appreciation to the Maintenance Department, said that she and the 
entire Board are very proud of them and their safety record, and that sh~ recognizes that the individuals 
keep each other safe. President Young added that the accomplishment should be shared with the 
District's customers through a press release and social media posting. 

President Young then introduced Agenda Item 6, Introduction of New· Employee: Peter 
Rodrigues, Collection System Worker. General Manager Warner introduced Peter to the Board and said 
that before Peter came to Oro Lorna, he worked for the City of Stockton and ·at the NUMMI Automobile 
Manufacturing Plant in Fremont. Warner said that he was impressed by Peters integrity and work ethic, 
which Peter .learned from his. father. He added that Peter strives to· be a good role m·odel for his own 
children, and expects Peter to be a positive addition to the ColleCtions Department Coll~ction System 
Manager Lenny Rather said that while·. he looks for a new employee to have good qualifications, more· 
importantly, he wants a person who gets · along well with the team. Peter has shown that he is well 
qualified, has .a good work ethic, and is a team player. Peter thanked everyone for the kind words, and 
expressed his appreciation to be working at the District. · The Directors welcomed Peter, shared their 
backgrounds, experiences, and tenures on the Board, and wished him well in his new career at Oro 
Lorna. 

Director Becker reported on the January 18, 2018 meeting of the East Bay Dischargers Authority, 
starting with the status report on the NPDES Permit. Oro Lorna remains in compliance for TSS, CBOD, 
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and Enterococcus & Fecal Coliform. He then reported on the NPDES Watershed Permit Status, with 
information from San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board outlining the key tenets to be 
included in the permit: 1) Individual treatment plant nutrient monitoring and reporting; 2) Group annual 
reporting of nutrient loads to the Bay; 3) Funding for nutrient management strategy's scientific 
investigations; 4) A regional assessment of the feasibility and cost for reducing nutrients through means 
other than treatment and discharge at POlWs; 5) Establishing a baseline for POTWs that undertake early 
actions to reduce nutrients; and, 6) Funding for monitoring and modeling at the end of the second nutrient 
watershed permit. 

Director Duncan reported on the January 19, 2018 meeting of the Personnel/Safety/Public 
Information Committee. The first topic was a Review of Board Meeting Compensation. Based on 
information gathered from several other agencies in the area, the Committee determined that current Oro 
Lama Board compensation is appropriate and recommended no changes. The next topic was Review. 
Compensation, Travel & Meetings, Benefits, and Post-Retirement Medical Benefits Procedures for 
Members of the Board of Directors. Discussion of this topic, with emphasis on the travel and meetings 
section, comes before the full Board as Item 13 on this agenda. Other topics included a Review of the 
Draft Board Handbook (the Committee recommended some minor changes, and copies of the draft 
handbook were circulated to the Board); and Update on Preparations for the 2018 Schools Outreach 
Project, which runs from February 20 through March 23, 2018. Drafts of the project materials were 
reviewed, including entry forms, collection boxes, and letters to the principals. Staff will visit the District 
schools to introduce the new concept, a Peachjar.com account will be created to disseminate information 
to parents, and staff will follow-up with the schools periodically during the project. 

President Young reported on the January 24, 2018 meeting of StopWaste -the Alameda County 
Waste Management Authority, and said that Anu Natarajan, a former 10-year Fremont City Council 
Member, is the new Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Manager. 2018 Legislative areas of priority include 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) and Organics Legislation and Regulation. A meeting highlight 
was a discussion of local government efforts concerning plastic straws- it is estimated that Americans 
discard approximately 8 million plastic straws every day. President Young said that she would keep the 
Board updated with new information on legislation concerning disposal of plastic straws. · 

Director Becker reported on CASA January 24, 2018 CASA Board of Directors meeting, held 
during the CASA Winter Conference. Topics included approval of a $7,000 contribution to NACWA 
(National Association of Clean Water Agencies) for an economic study on damage to equipment caused 
by non-flushable wipes; approval of a $20,000 contribution to a laboratory study to determine the false 
positive error rate for effluent toxicity; discussion of possibly creating a classification dedicated to 
membership recruitment; transition of the Communications Workgroup to a Standing Committee; and an 
update on the business plan, including the creation of a New Member Welcome Video. 

Director Duncan reported that the Roundtable Series discussions during the January 24-26 
CASA Winter Conference were the most valuable sessions for her. She participated in a roundtable titled 
"The Wastewater Assets You Can't Operate Without: Reputation and Branding," which emphasized the 
importance of agencies telling their stories to the public. Director Duncan said that Oro Lama is ahead of 
the curve in that regard, as we are visible in the community and we communicate well about our current 
operations and future plans. She said that she shared the story of our Maintenance Department's safety 
record of achieving 20 years with no lost-time injuries, and it was well-received by the o~her roundtable 
participants. Director Duncan said that she also participated in a roundtable on preparing for the 
Sacramento and Washington D.C. Public Policy Forums. Background information on priority issues to be 
addressed at both the Federal and State conferences were discussed, as well as general tips and talking 
points for successful interactions with legislators and their staff members. Director Duncan concluded her 
remarks by saying that she enjoyed the talk given by Dr. David Sedlak, "Water 4. 0 - What Does the 
Future Really Look Like?" Director Becker and General Manager Warner agreed that his speech, which 
mentioned Oro Lorna in reference to the future of water in California, was compelling and informative. 

General Manager Warner mentfoned several other speakers from the conference, including Ben 
Horenstein from the Santa Rosa Water District,_who spoke of the recent devastating fires in Napa and the 
surrounding areas; Amy Brown, Legislative Advocate affiliated with the League of California Cities, who 
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spoke about CaiPERS and the future of public pensions; and Jim Fischer from the State Water Board, 
who spoke on the topic SSS WDR -- Sanitary Sewer Systems Waste Discharge Requirements. President 
Young thanked the conference attendees for their reports. 

Director Dias ·moved approval of the Committee minutes for entry to the District record by 
reference. The motion was seconded by Director Becker and carried unanimously, 4-0. · 

Director Becker MOVED TO AUJHORIZE THE GENERAL MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN 
EASEMENT ACQUISITION FOR QUIGLEY ROAD AND APPROVE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS AND CALL FOR SEALED BIDS: SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT 
HESPERIAN AND HACIENDA. The ·motion was seconded by Director Duncan and carried unanimously, 
4-0. The project provides for the realignment of existing sewer pipe and laterals. on Hesperian Boulevard 
to Quigley Road, Via Arriba and Hacienda, and it will correct a large defective sag created by utility 
conflicts on Hesperian Boulevard. · 

Director Dias MOVED TO CONTINUE THE DISCUSSION OF_AGENDA ITEM 13, REVIEW OF 
ORO LOMA SANITARY DISTRICT POLICY AND STANDARD PROCEDURE: COMPENSATION, 
TRAVEL AND MEETINGS, BENEFITS, AND POST-RETIREMENT MEDICAL BENEFITS PROCEDURES 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, TO THE FEBRUARY 20, 2018 BOARD MEETING. 
The motion was seconded by Director Becker and carried unanimously, 4-0. 

President Young introduced Agenda Item 14, Memo on Options to Fill Board Vacancy. Director 
Dias said that he is reconsidering the date of his retirement, and will advise the Board of his plans at a 
later date. Director Duncan MOVED TO CONTINUE ·ITEM 14, MEMO ON OPTIONS TO FILL BOARD 
VACANCY, TO A FUTURE MEETING, THE DATE OF WHICH IS TO BE DETERMINED. The motion was 
seconded by Djrector Becker and carried unanimously, 4-0. 

General Manager Warner opened Staff and Director comments by saying that a candidate has 
been selected as the new EBDA General Manager. He also wished Director Becker a Happy Birthday, 
one day early. He concluded his remarks by saying that the materials for the Microvi pilot program are 
scheduled to ship on February 19, and the program should be in operation by the end of the month. 

President Young said that in an effort to save paper, it is no longer necessary to include the 
Glossary of Acronyms & Definitions in every Board ag~nda; the o~her Directors agreed. There being no 
further business to come. before the Board, President Young adjourned the meeting at 4:30p.m. 

(Recording Secretary: 
Sally Green) 

Rita Duncan 
Board Secretary 


