
Oro Loma Sanitary District 
MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Board of Directors 

FROM: Solid Waste Committee – Directors Young and Simon 

DATE:  August 12, 2019 

SUBJECT: MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 12, 2019 

 

The Solid Waste Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Young on Monday, August 12, 
2019, at 3:30 p.m.  Director Simon was present.  Staff in attendance included General Manager Jason 
Warner, Administrative Services Manager Andreea Simion, and Solid Waste Consultant Natasha 
Browne, and representing Waste Management, Public Sector Manager Virginia Harrington, Recycling 
Coordinator Monika Starr, and Route Manager Spencer Mills.  There were no members of the public 
in attendance.  
 
● PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 None.      
 
● EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE AWARDS  

Staff reported that 17 out of 20 Oro Loma drivers qualified for Excellence in Service awards for 
having achieved 10 or fewer missed pickups during the three-month period of May through July 
2019.  The Committee decided to travel to the Waste Management offices at 172 98th Avenue in 
Oakland on Thursday, September 5, 2019, at 5:20 a.m. to present the awards to the drivers. 
 
The Committee will present the Excellence in Service awards at the Waste Management 
offices on September 5, 2019. 

 
● PER CAPITA DISPOSAL RATE 2018 FOR ALAMEDA COUNTY UNINCORPORATED 
 Staff reported that the 2018 per capita disposal rate for Alameda County Unincorporated (which 

includes Oro Loma Sanitary District, Castro Valley Sanitary District, and Unincorporated County) 
was 2.4 pounds per person per day, which equates to an 88% diversion rate.  Director Simon 
asked how the number was calculated, and staff explained that AB939 mandated jurisdictions to 
divert 50% of solid waste from the landfill.  As such, the state established a baseline of 4.9 pounds 
of trash disposed per person per day as the equivalent of 50% diversion   Tonnage reports are 
submitted to the state annually, and the state performs the calculation and provides the pounds 
per person per day.  The increase in diversion rate (73% in 2017 to 88% in 2018) may be due to 
the full implementation of the state and county mandates, where recycling and green 
waste/organics programs are no longer optional for commercial and multi-family properties. 

 
 Director Simon asked if the contamination levels determined through the use of cameras on trucks 

would have an impact on tonnages and implicitly on the diversion rate.  Spencer explained that the 
pilot program where cameras in the hopper are used to determine contamination only applies to 
commercial customers.  Approximately 2% of Oro Loma’s customers are commercial entities.  
Spencer then said that if customers would place their organics in the green bins, it would make a 
difference in tonnages, because food scraps weigh more than dry waste.  Customers could also 
save money by downsizing their trash service if they place the right items in the right bins.  The 
Committee suggested including this information in a future newsletter.   

 
 The Committee accepted the report.     
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● PUBLIC OUTREACH UPDATE 
 Monika reported that July has been a great month for multi-families; she contacted 27 properties 

and performed 26 waste assessments; seven properties added recycling services and 20 added 
green waste/organics services.   

 
 Natasha reported that waste assessments are being conducted at schools to make sure they have 

appropriate signage and setups for the beginning of the new school year.  She added that the 
annual custodial training session was conducted in July.  On the Cherryland community cleanup 
pilot program (where Oro Loma sponsors bins for weekly cleanup activities), so far the bins have 
been full every week (mostly furniture).  Staff will continue to monitor and will report back at the 
end of the three-month period.  

 
 The Committee accepted the report. 
 
● SOLID WASTE PROGRAM UPDATE 
 Spencer reported that the focus in July has been on “100 Days of Summer Safety,” mainly on 

avoiding and preventing backing and side swipe incidents.  The number of overage charges in 
July was 309, an increase from 257 in June.  All the drivers are back to work, and Spencer said 
that the Oro Loma routes are the most coveted and are typically filled by experienced and tenured 
drivers. 

 
 The Committee accepted the report.  
 
● STAFF AND DIRECTOR COMMENTS 

Director Simon thanked staff for a good discussion.   
 
Chair Young reminded the group that 284 bottle redemption centers in California have closed, and 
distributed a press release from the Container Recycling Institute (CRI) in response to the closure.  
One significant data point was that approximately 50 million beverage containers were recycled 
daily (20% of the nationwide total!) through the redemption centers that are now closed. 
 

● ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Committee, Chair Young adjourned the 
meeting at 4:22 p.m. 


