
MINUTES OFTHE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE SANITARY BOARD OF. 

ORO LOMA SANITARY DISTRICT 

January 2, 2018 

The regular meeting of the Sanitary Board of Oro Lorna Sanitary District was called to order by 
President Shelia Young at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 2, 2018, at the District offices at 2655 Grant 
Avenue, .San ·Lorenzo. At President Young's request, a verbal roll call was taken. Directors Timothy 
Becker and Dan Walters were present; Directors Rita Duncan and Roland Dias were absent. In 
attendance were Jason Warner, General Manager; Bill Halsted, District Engineer; Jimmy Dang, Senior 
Project Manager; Andreea Simion, Administrative. Services Manager; Arlene Wong,· Finance Manager; 
Sally Green, District Secretary, and Lauren Quint, Interim Legal Counsel. Also in attendance were 
Collection System Manager Lenny Rather and Collections Department-staff Sam Bobbitt, Christopher 
Brown, Tim Cravalho, and Glen Grimsley. Steve Corral, member of the public, also attended the meeting. 

President Young welcomed Mr. Corral to the meeting and invited him to introduce himself. Mr. 
Corral said that he has been a resident of.Oro Loma.since 1990, and has followed the District through its 
major plant renovations, various outreach projects, and the p'ant's biomethane and solar energy 
production. He inquired if the District has a surplus· of methane; General Manager Warner replied that, 
generally, the District uses all the energy it produces. Mr. Corral had some questions about the Ecotone 
(Horizontal Levee) Project. President Young thanked him for his interest in the District, and said that he 
could continue the conversation about the Ecotone with the General Manager after the meeting. 

Director Becker ·moved approval of the single Consent Calendar item: 4) Approval of Board 
Minutes of December 19, 2017. The motion was seconded by Director Walters ~nd carried unanimously, 
3-0. 

President Young asked General Manager Warner to introduce Agenda Item· 5, Staff Recognition 
of Lead Worker Christopher. Brown. Mr. Warner said that the Collections Department has evolved over 
the past 20 years into a highly professional group that manages its work well, and whose members 
deliberately seek higher levels of training. Christopher Brown exemplifies that professionalism, having 
achieved the highest certification possible for a collection system worker- California Water Environment 
Association Grade IV certification. Collection System Manager Lenny Rather said that Christopher is the 
CWEA Collections Committee Chair for the California. Bay Section, and in that capacity he has been 
teaching Grade IV test preparation for some time, even· before he personally obtained the grade. Rather 
also said that Christopher dedicated 20-30 hours of study time per week for two months preparing for the 
test, and he passed on his first attempt. Rather said that he is proud to report that the Collections 
Department once again has four employees with Grade IV certification,. along with two Grade II 
certifications, and one Grade I. President Young congratulated Christopher on behalf of the Board, and 
said that his professionalism not only elevates the Collections Department, it elevates the professionalism 
of the entire District. 

Director .Walters reported on the December 15, 2017 meeting of the Operations Committee. The 
first topic was a review of aeration diffusers. Currently, the District utilizes a Sanitaire Fine Bubble 
Diffuser membrane. To limit upgrades to the electrical system, the Nutrient Optimization Project would 
likely go to a higher efficiency diffuser and blower combination. Director Walters asked Senior Project 
Manager Jimmy Dang to play videos for the Board detailing the Ovivo Aerostrips diffuser and the Nueros 
Blowers. Standing topics discussed included November·2017 data for Natural Gas Usage and Overview 
of Power Production and Plant Demand (for the seventh straight year,. the PG&E "Annual True up" bill 
came in at net zero cost-wise, reflecting good energy management by the District); Monthly Power and 
Chemical Costs (costs are gradually increasing - staff will analyze the upward trend and report back to 
the Committee); and the Monthly Activity Reports for. the Collections, Operations and . Maintenance 
Departments. For District Operations Overview, Collection System Manager Lenny Rather reported that 
water use is down 71% from 2013, reflecting a corresponding reduction· in wear and tear from hydro 
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flushing activity. General Manager Warner reported that the Operations Department is working to 
maintain hydrogen sulfide levels in the digester gas below 200 ppm, and that the Maintenance 
Department has accelerated a planned top-end overhaul of a cogen engine to March 2018. He also said 
that Maintenance is within one month of working 20 years without a lost time injury. 

Director Becker reported on the December 21, 2017 meeting of the East Bay Dischargers 
Authority. The first topic, the status report on the NPDES . Permit, reflects that Oro Lorna remains in 
compliance for TSS and CBOD, along with compliance for Enterococcus and Fecal Coliform. Also 
discussed was a Chlorine Residual Basin Plan Amendment and the Marina Dechlorination Facility, which 
had a failed Water Champ that is currently being rebuilt. The final topic was GASB 75 - Government 
Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 75 - New Assumptions, relating to accounting and financial 
reporting for postemployment benefits· other than pensions. At Director Becker's request, Finance 
Manager Arlene Wong briefly explained the impacts of GASB 75. 

Director Walters reported on the December 22, 2017 meeting of the Personnel/Safety/Public 
Information Committee. The first topic was Staffing Updates. A candidate was selected for the Collection 
System Worker position, and a job offer was made and accepted. As a result of a recent retirement, an 
internal recruitment was conducted for the position of Mechanic I. Two candidates applied, and Plant 
Operator II Ronnie McClure was selected,. resulting in another internal recruitment (for the Plant Operator 
II position). The next topic was the 2017 Employee Incentive Award, a Board-approved policy that 
rewards employees for no lost time due to work-related injuries, based on the individual employee's 
safety record and the overall record of the District. The $524 awards for 2017 will be disbursed at the 
beginning of 2018. The final topics discussed included a Legal Update on AB 908, which affects the 
State Disability Insurance and Paid Family Leave programs, and Out-of-State Travel Request for Jimmy 
Dang, Manuel Talledo-Garcia, and Scott von der Lieth (or alternate), which comes before the full Board 
as Item 10 on this agenda. 

Director Becker moved approval of the Committee minutes for entry to the District record by 
reference. The motion was seconded by Director Walters and carried unanimously, 3-0. 

Director Walters MOVED APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL REQUEST- JIMMY DANG, 
MANUEL TALLEDO-GARCIA, SCOTT VON DER LIETH (OR ALTERNATE). The motion was seconded 
by Director Becker and carried unanimously, 3-0. The employees will travel to Blainville, Quebec, 
Canada, in January 2018, to tour the Nueros Blower Facility to see equipment for the Nutrient 
Optimization Project and gain a complete understanding of the available options and features. General 
Manager Warner said that Electrical & Instrumentation Technician Anthony Monteiro will probably make 
the trip in place of Scott von der Lieth. 

General Manager Warner opened Staff and Director comments by wishing everyone Happy New 
Year. ~e also reported that the plant is running well and rain is in the forecast. 

Interim Legal Counsel Lauren Quint also extended New Year's good wishes, said that she is 
getting to know the staff and Board members, and all is running smoothly. 

Director Becker said that he is looking forward to 2018. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, President Young adjourned the 
meeting at 3:55 p.m. 

(Recording Secretary: 
Sally Green) 

Dan Walters 
Vice-President 


